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costly to transport them; but the raw materials like sulphur,
pyrites or nitrates are easy to transport. On the other hand
soda ash and caustic soda take the form of solids and are
easily transportable. So the proper location for the units
manufacturing acids would be in the vicinity of important
industrial centres, while the works producing alkalis can be
located near the sources of raw materials. Bengal and Bihar
are more suitable for the manufacture of acids and Okhaman-
dal for the alkalis. The Tata factory at Mithapur (Okhaman-
dal) produces mostly alkalis. Important sulphur deposits are
in Baluchistan (Pakistan) and the Indian industry may have
to rely on pyrites. The same difficulty is likely to come in
the way of the fertiliser factory at Sindri in Bihar. Gypsum
from the Khewra and Dandot deposits of Western Punjab
was to be used here for the preparation of sulphate of am-
monia. After the separation of Western Punjab some people
think that the Sindri plant should be designed to produce
nitre-chalk instead of sulphate of ammonia. For the success
of the heavy chemicals industry it is essential that the pro-
duction should be organized on an extensive scale in large
units.
The principal seat of the Indian paper industry is the
Hooghly district of Bengal, where there are four factories
which produce more than 50 per cent of the present produc-
tion: The paper industry was first established at Titagarh as
a missionary enterprise. In the beginning rags, a more or
less ubiquitous material, were used for paper manufacture*
For some years sabai grass, obtained from the U.P. and Nepal,
was used as the principal raw "material. But now the grass
$s gradually being replaced by bamboo pulp which is a dis-
tinctly superior and cheaper material. Good supplies of
bamboo are available in the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bengal
and Cachar and Sylhet divisions of Assam. On account of
the division of the country these supplies may not be easily
available to the paper industry of Western Bengal. It may
have to draw its supplies from the Sambalpur, Barpahar,
Angul, Puri and Ganjam divisions of Orissa and Palamau
division of Bihar. The Bengal industry may be at a disad-
vantage in respect of the supplies of these raw materials but
it enjoys the advantage of nearness to coal and the Calcutta